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Simplex Westpile, UK geotechnical
specialist, has recently completed
what it described as a “challenging”
piling contract in the London borough
of Chelsea with the help of the new
Soilmec SF65.

Soilmec said the SF-65 drilling rig was
an evolution of previous equipment
dedicated to continuous flight auger
(CFA) drilling technique. The upper
structure of the SF-65 is mounted on
a Soilmec base carrier and has been
designed to perform CFA piles by means
of long auger string.

The SF-65 is equipped with the drilling
mate system (DMS) on a 12in (305mm)
touch screen for monitoring and control
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of the rig performances and operating
parameters.

The property in the Chelsea project
is situated in the grounds of the Royal
Hospital Chelsea and is undergoing a major
transformation project managed by Candy
& Candy. Walter Lilly, provider of residential
construction services, appointed Simplex
Westpile to design and install the ground
works across the 8,000m” site.

LOW HEADROOM

Split into two phases, the initial visit saw the
construction of a CFA secant pile wall, 160m
in length, with pile diameters up to 750mm
and to a depth of 19m. Approximately 10m
of the wall was located in the existing house
and required installation using specialist low
headroom equipment. In addition to the wall
there were 140 CFA bearing piles constructed
to a depth of 24m.

The second visit involved the installation
of additional CFA secant pile wall and lcad
bearing piles for an outdoar swimming pool.
In total, over 160 piles of 600mm diameter
were installed to a depth of up to 18m.

The existing house is a listed building and
the new basement was to be constructed
between this and the boundary. These
restricted conditions led to the team using
the Soilmec SF-65, which Simplex Westpile
said was used to great effect because of its
versatility.

Matt Walpole, operaticns manager at
Simplex Westpile — part of Bachy Soletanche

- said, “The confined working environment
of the Chelsea project presented us with
a fantastic opportunity to showcase the
capabilities of the Soilmec SF-65"

Ditch Witch has introduced the SK850, a
new mini skid steer which has been designed
specifically for digging foundation trenches.

The machine can cut to a width of 410mm
and a depth of 910mm thanks to a specialised
heavy-duty trenching chain attachment,
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powered by a 28kW diesel engine.

Ditch Witch said the SK850 created cleaner,
more consistent trenches than an excavator
could, and in less time, and added that it was
more compact than many excavators, so was
better suited to cramped and confined sites.
The SK850 can trench from either a centreline
or offset position, which means it can dig next
to obstructions.

The SK850 carrier itself is the Ditch Witch's
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